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75 Days!  That’s about how long there is before IAVE and Partners of the Americas convenes the World Summit for Youth Volunteering in Barranquilla, Colombia.  It’s for young people – and also for a little older folks working on issues related to youth volunteering.  Check out just below how you can be part of it.  Then, find out what went on at IAVE’s African regional meeting and the U.S. National Conference on Volunteering and Service – and, lots, lots more!
-Kenn Allen      
news from iave
SEE YOU IN COLOMBIA… 
FOR IAVE’S 2ND WORLD SUMMIT FOR YOUTH VOLUNTEERING

Celebrate the achievements of youth volunteers from around the globe at the 2nd World Summit for Youth Volunteering with IAVE, Partners of the Americas (Partners) and Universidad del Norte (UNINORTE)! This once-a-decade event meets the warmth and hospitality of the Caribbean Coast in Barranquilla, Colombia from November 3rd- 5th, 2011!

The Summit will be held on the secure campus of UNINORTE, one of the preeminent universities in Colombia, and one with a well-recognized focus on training young volunteers.  Attendees will be inspired by youth leaders from all over the world, will participate in interactive breakout sessions and panels, and will develop actionable commitments to volunteer service that they will implement in their home communities.  These commitments will be nurtured through the RED2021 (2021 Network), an online platform where event attendees will be able to support each other post-event, and for the next ten years.  

You don’t have to wait to get involved with the World Summit.  Three contests are now open: the Film Festival, 100 Ideas for Youth Volunteerism, and Heroes of the Millennium.  

· Ten Film Festival finalists will have their films showcased at the Summit, with the top three finalists receiving grants to attend the Summit and other prizes.  

· 100 Ideas will select top effective practices about volunteering for inclusion in a publication that will be provided to Summit attendees following the event.  

· The Summit will also name the Heroes of the Millennium- volunteers who work on highly imaginative and impactful volunteer projects or programs.  Heroes finalists will also receive grants to attend the Summit and numerous other prizes.  

Guidelines and application materials for the contests can be found at  http://www.partners.net/partners/Summit_Contests.asp?SnID=261295223. The deadline is August 31st, 2011.
Another way to get involved with the 2nd World Summit for Youth Volunteering is through social media.  The World Summit is on Facebook in English (Search “2nd World Summit for Youth Volunteering”) and Spanish (Search “II Cumbre Mundial del Voluntariado Juvenil IAVE”).  Special Facebook contests are also going on right now, so make sure to submit your original photographs, poetry, and music for consideration!  You can also Tweet the Summit anytime using the hashtag #WorldSummit2011 or the handle @PartnersAmerica.   

Registration is now open at http://www.regonline.com/Register/Checkin.aspx?EventID=978996.
We look forward to seeing you in Colombia!  Please address all questions to iave2011@partners.net.
Karibuni kenya!

Report from the IAVE Africa RegionAL MEETING

[This report comes to us from Agnetta Nyalita, program coordinator at NAVNET, with an assist from Dr. Abdulmalik Gichuki, Executive Director of NAVNET, the host organization for the 2011 IAVE Africa Regional Meeting in Nairobi, Kenya.]
In Africa, sustainable volunteer impact stories and initiatives are rarely, if ever shared. To address this, IAVE and NAVNET organized the 2nd IAVE African regional conference held in Kenya between 11th and 13th July 2011, with the apt theme “Getting the Word Out-Volunteering in Africa.” This was the second IAVE regional conference in Africa after 11 years and included the first ever Africa youth meeting on 14th July 2011. The two events were part IYV+10 celebrations.

A total of 31 participants from 15 countries and 25 Organization and affiliates across Africa were represented in the main conference. 27 participants representing 22 organizations and 10 countries participated in the youth meeting.  Dr. Kang-Hyun Lee, IAVE President, Kathleen Dennis, IAVE Executive Director and Mark Molloy, IAVE Youth Board Member were in attendance.
On Day One, IAVE shared information about their network and programs including the global volunteering research. The Volunteer Involving Organizations (VIO) Network in Kenya made a presentation on their initiatives, achievements and challenges, some of which are globally crosscutting, while National Volunteer Network Trust (NAVNET) shared on the volunteer centre model and general information about Kenya. There were also presentations from other participants who shared on the state of volunteerism in their respective countries. The evening was light hearted with presentation of cultural events, over dinner in celebration of the different African Cultures and traditions.  

On Day Two there were discussions around volunteerism and some of the myths, practices and misconceptions about volunteerism and challenges faced in creating volunteer programs. There was a inspiring  presentation about the African Union’s (AU’s) youth volunteering program which is focused on recruiting African Youth to volunteer in other African countries for development (Africans helping Africans).  In order to learn about NAVNET’s work, there was site visit to Action Network for the Disabled (ANDY), in Kibera. To wind the day, the participants had an opportunity to see Kenya’s wildlife in the Nairobi Safari Walk, culminating in a dinner at the world famous Rangers Restaurant located at the edge of Nairobi National park.

On Day Three, there were presentations on volunteering advocacy with Deline Van Boom (Volunteer Centre of Cape Town, South Africa) and Agnetta Nyalita (NAVNET, Kenya) sharing about volunteer centre development.  Their two organizations are the only existing formal volunteer centers in Africa and there were discussions on how more volunteer centers could be established in other African countries. A break-out session to discuss on way forward in expanding the IAVE Africa regional network came out with some very useful insights. 

The main priority areas identified by the conference team included creating more awareness on volunteerism using information from IAVE; Creating stronger and sustainable partnerships within Africa; Sharing of Database of African NGOs working on volunteerism; Capitalize on members’ experiences to strengthen the network and all to establish a volunteer centre along lines of the EU which promotes volunteer work in Europe.

A special youth meeting was held at the NAVNET offices.  Mark Molloy led the discussions towards setting up the IAVE youth component in Africa.  

As William Arthur Ward said “Feeling gratitude and not expressing it is like wrapping a present and not giving it.” And so we at NAVNET have wrapped our “THANK YOU” present and are now giving it to IAVE to express our gratitude for having trust in us to deliver in the hosting of the conference, to the participants and conference affiliates for their contribution in the enhancement of the conference content. Karibuni Kenya tena (We welcome you in Kenya again). 
A Special Thank You to UPS

The Africa Regional Meeting was made possible through a grant from the UPS Foundation.  Once again, Ed Martinez and his colleagues at UPS have demonstrated their commitment to building capacity in the global volunteer community.  Thank you!

What They Said About the Africa Meeting

Here are some of the comments we received about the IAVE Africa Regional Meeting from participants.

Rose Ekeleme, former IAVE Vice President, Nigeria.  It was so nice meeting all of you in Nairobi.  Let me use this opportunity to commend members of NAVNET for  organizing a near perfect meeting. Apart from learning from each other we also had the opportunity of enjoying the hospitality of Kenya.  

I believe all of us will go back to our various organizations and spread the good news about IAVE being the leadership organization on volunteering.  Kudos to Dr Lee as the President of IAVE under whose leadership we succeeded in holding this meeting.


Marcel Umesi, African Regional Representative to the IAVE Board, Nigeria.  With a heart full of gratitude, I thank you all for being part of our success story in Kenya. You all made it possible through your contributions and commitment. The information was tremendous and lessons learn will hardly be forgotten.

In my reckoning, the Kenya meeting is turning point for Africa in the great crusade of volunteering and will remain a reference point in many years to come.

Johnson Kinyua, Kenya.  It was nice meeting all of you at IAVE Regional Conference in Nairobi, Kenya and i saw your passion for volunteerism. As you go back to your respective countries, i wish you safe trip and journey mercies. See you next time in Kenya for World Conference in 2014.


Archimede Sekamana, Rwanda.  It has been a pleasure to be with you in Nairobi for the IAVE Africa Regional meeting and I hope to see you again. All the best for your volunteer work. Keep up with that spirit of promoting and celebrating volunteerism. We are back home but stay connected.

Lamiel BK Phiri, Zimbabwe.  What an awesome gathering of like minds!  Agnetta, this e-mail will be incomplete if I fail to say "Bravo!" for a job well done. On our way to the airport with John we could not help admiring the calm and composure you carried on with your business to pull off one very spectacular event for Africa. Thanks to you, Dr Tuesday and NAVNET staff for a job well done.

 

Mark, Kathi and Dr Lee - you are our "toast for Africa"  for taking such an initiative for Africa. The impact may not be immediate but be rest assured that you have set in motion one of the most dynamic process for Africa. It is my fervent faith that this time around Africa will rise and take up its position among the volunteer movements across the world.   
GCVC Members Respond to Horn of Africa Crisis
[Thanks to Sarah Hayes, Consulting Director of IAVE’s Global Corporate Volunteer Council for pulling this article together.]

As everyone is no doubt aware, the countries of the Horn of Africa – Djibouti, Ethiopia, Kenya and particularly Somalia – are experiencing one of the gravest draught and food crises the world has seen. The U.N. has declared a state of famine in five regions of Somalia, and many others are on the brink. More than 12 million people are affected across the region, many driven from their homes because of the draught, their situation made worse by callous political officials without concern for their own people. 

The U.N. and its partners, as well as many humanitarian aid organizations are stepping in to help with food and nutritional assistance, shelter, health and sanitation services, but the need continues to be bigger than what is able to be done, and this tragedy grows worse day by day. 

Many of the companies of IAVE’s Global Corporate Volunteer Council, dismayed by this worsening situation, have acted quickly to try to offer some help. Understanding that while employees often want to do something “hands on,” it is often difficult in these types of situations where untrained volunteers can be more of a hindrance than a help. So many companies will set up ways for employees to donate to a special cause, such as the situation in the Horn of Africa – and then match the donation.  
For example, several GCVC companies such as BD, Disney and Salesforce.com are setting up “micro-sites” specifically geared towards this particular humanitarian crisis, working with organizations such as UNICEF, Save the Children, Oxfam and World Vision.  Employees can access these micro-sites and donate what they wish, and the companies will match up to certain levels.

Although by no means the only GCVC companies that are involved in helping out during this crisis, the following are a few examples we can share:

· American Airlines, which has no direct service to Africa at all, has listened to the voice of their employees and are dedicating the month of August to help with the Horn of Africa crisis through their “Change for Good” program in partnership with UNICEF. This program engages the airline’s customers in donating change in all types of currencies on a variety of American Airlines and American Eagle flights around the world. 

· Recently Eli Lilly & Company launched a program in partnership with Global Giving where all 36,000 employees worldwide are given a $50 credit to allocate to any area of interest in programs addressing health, education, the environment, or hunger.  Through the choices provided by Global Giving, employees can select a program supporting the initiatives in the Horn of Africa if that is where there passion is.  In addition, if anyone donates additional money of their own to a program through Global Giving, it will be matched by the Lilly Foundation. 


· Western Union is working with their major mobile agent partner Safari.com in Kenya to do a matching grant with them, and will likely work with their business partner in Africa and the Middle East for an additional grant to be given to the Red Cross working in the region. 

· HP’s foundation is giving two grants – one to Save the Children and one to Doctors without Borders, focusing on the Horn of Africa. They will also be matching employee donations up to $75,000. 

Spotlight on UPS:  Due to the nature of the UPS business, the  company is in a unique position to help in ways that go beyond monetary donation. As it does in so many catastrophic situations around the world, UPS committed to leverage its global logistics network to help speed emergency supplies to the Horn of Africa.  Working with UNICEF and the World Food Programme, UPS has shipped 110 metric tons of food supplies (including “Plumpy Sup,” an edible paste made of peanuts which is packed with calories and vitamins, specially formulated to re-nourish starving children) to the region, and following up with special charter flights from Germany and the Netherlands into Nairobi with 50 and 60 metric tons of food respectively. The UPS Foundation also made a substantial donation to UNICEF from its Emergency Response Fund.

from iave members

report on iYV+10 in japan
[Thanks to Akiko Seto, IAVE National Representative in Japan for this article.]

After three months postponement for the reason of the Japan Northeastern Earthquake/Tsunami, the Japan IYV+10 Promotion Committee officially announced the launch 
on June 28th.  Founding members consist of 60 member organizations of the National Network of Organizations Promoting Volunteering, who are the national level organizations from Volunteer Organizations and Intermediary/support organizations, Economic and Commercial Organizations, Agricultural Cooperatives, Consumer Cooperatives, Labor Unions, Media-related Welfare Organizations, Education and Youth Organizations. IAVE Japan is one of the core members. 

We decided to conduct the following projects with emphasizing three key words “Create” “Connect” “Communicate” to penetrate, pervade volunteering and make the year meaningful. As the Kobe Earthquake, occurred on Jan. 17th, 1995, was called “The First Year of Volunteering” in Japan since a huge number of people participated in volunteer activities, especially the youth generation.  After 16 years Japan was hit by a bigger damage of the recently occurred earthquake, a lot more people offered hands for the victims as volunteer. It is recognized the volunteering is growing steadily at all age groups in Japan. 

Projects in IYV+10 include:
“Create”
1) Nationwide movements of  “Make a CHANGE Day” participation

2) Recommendations for promoting volunteer activities and civic actions

“Connect”
3) Development settings and opportunities for partnership and collaboration between or among the relevant groups/organizations

“Communicate”
4) Publication of IYV+10 newsletter

5) Information through IYV+10 homepage

6) Distribution of publicity goods 

7) Holding Symposium on the theme “Role of volunteers/citizens for future community development through situation in the disaster areas” 

8) Convening “The 20th Japan Volunteer Festival Tokyo” on Nov. 12th and 13th 

Caritas and Parishes Working Together

Citizens in Action in Church and Community: What volunteers can accomplish and to what extent professionals should lend support.

[Eugen Baldas, Regional Representative from Europe on the IAVE Board of Directors, authored this article, reporting on his own symposium.]

An interesting International Symposium took place recently in Freiburg, Germany, May 30 to June 1.  Its two core aspects focused on: The establishment of an urban, parish and community based charitable outreach in different countries and the four primary goals of the European Year of volunteerism for active citizenship, namely: the establishment of favorable conditions for volunteerism within the EU; strengthening of volunteer organizations and improvement of their services; appropriate rewards for and recognition of volunteerism; raising the level of public awareness of the value and impact of volunteers broadly and the promotion of active citizen involvement in particular.

Projects involving volunteers seek to improve the quality of life, especially among the disadvantaged and chronically needy. Mr. P. Neher, president of German Caritas, opened the International Symposium. The Symposium sought to identify and acknowledge specific examples of successful volunteerism throughout Europe and Korea to establish an ongoing, effective interchange among national and international organizations that promote and employ volunteerism. 120 eager participants from 29 different countries attended the Symposium in the charming, medieval city of Freiburg in Germany’s picturesque Black Forest region. The Symposium highlighted the fundamental challenges taken up by religious and charitable organizations to improve the quality of life in neighborhood communities throughout Europe and the world.

Stimulating and motivating lectures detailed: the efficacy of civic engagement from the Dutch point of view (by Prof. Dr. J. Wissink, Netherlands), the benefits of enhanced cooperation and solidarity in Europe (by Prof. Dr. R.A. Roth, Germany), and civic engagement of churches, particularly the Roman Catholic Church and the Caritas Association (by Prof. Dr. U. Schmälzle). 
A captivating presentation directed participants’ attention to exciting, post-communist developments in Eastern Europe [specifically Armenia, Romania and Croatia], and showcased new opportunities that involve their wonderful young people’s initiatives as volunteers. Interesting presentations also came from Korea, UK, Switzerland, Austria, Spain and Germany. All the presentations demonstrated the broad yet intriguingly cohesive diversity found in faith-based civic engagement. 
A fun, delightful Cultural Evening that allowed participants to experience vivid impressions of different cultures, first hand, was a popular highlight of the Symposium. A fascinating International Project Exhibition alongside people in active Working Groups detailed the effectiveness of yet more imaginative and resourceful projects.
NEXT cev SYMPOSIUM SET for berlin
[From CEV News.]

The much awaited event - where all your questions regarding the link between volunteering and active citizenship shall be answered - is now open for your registration! The CEV Symposium,  ‘Volunteering and Active Citizenship – Two Sides of the Same Coin?’ will be held in Berlin, Germany between 19th- 21st October, in close collaboration with CEV member Bundesnetzwerk Bürgerschaftliches Engagement (BBE),. 
The event will gather experts from the volunteering sector, EU and country level decision-makers, academics, volunteers and other stakeholders to discuss how volunteering fosters the concept of active citizenship and the other way around. More concretely, it aims to fulfill three objectives: 
· To further grasp the link between volunteering and active citizenship; 
· To ensure a space for debate starting from concrete, specific projects implemented at local level by comparing and contrasting similar projects from across Europe; 
· To identify the most effective ways to empower citizens to be active through volunteering. 
The draft programme and registration form can be downloaded from the CEV website. Please register before 30th September by sending the filled in registration form to: andreea.nagy@cev.be.  

report on CEV Symposium in Tallinn, Estonia

[This report is from the June 2011 CEV News.  Thanks to Eugen Baldas, IAVE board member and member of CEV.]

The CEV Symposium “The Future of Volunteering: concepts, trends, visions” took place in Tallinn (Estonia) within the framework of the European Year of Volunteering 2011 Tour in Estonia and the European Culture Capital 2011 Tallinn celebrations, on 4-6 May 2011. 
More than 160 participants from 27 countries from all over Europe and beyond came together to discuss the key concepts and trends in the volunteering sector, and our vision for the future. Amongst the participants were professionals from the volunteering sector; decision-makers, such as Estonian Minister for Regional Affairs Siim Kiisler and the representative from the Polish Ministry of Labour and Social Policy, Aleksandra Krugly; experts and researchers such as Lester Salamon from Johns Hopkins University and the Italian psycho-sociologist Fiorella Capasso; as well as volunteers.

In a series of best practice workshops, representatives from CEV member organisations and other NGOs presented various innovative projects and activities in the field of volunteering, such as a global cleaning campaign of the world, driven by the organisation “Let’s do it!”; and the role of virtual databases and new social media tools in further promoting our sector, as presented by Brivpratigais (Latvia), FriSe in Denmark, and Movisie, from the Netherlands. The major controversial questions that have arisen in our sector over the last few years were explored in three parallel panel debates, addressing, for example, the rationale of providing rewards to volunteers, the risks and advantages of the new concept of “volontourism”, the necessity of measuring the economic value of volunteering, or the ways in which a balance between volunteers and paid staff can be ensured. The Symposium participants also discussed, in the “vision workshops”, the existing common grounds that could be the basis for a commonly agreed definition of volunteering. 

The Symposium was an opportunity to welcome the new Board members, elected at the CEV General Assembly, to say goodbye to outgoing director Markus Held, and to welcome Martijn Pakker, his successor.

The reporting video of the Symposium, which includes interviews with various speakers and participants of the Symposium, is now available online

 HYPERLINK "http://www.youtube.com/user/avarelapena" \o "http://www.youtube.com/user/avarelapena" \t "_blank" . You can also find the workshop presentations, as well as pictures on the CEV website, while the content of the discussions and conclusions of the Symposium will feed into a conference report that will be published in 2011. 

View video of the symposium at http://www.youtube.com/user/avarelapena and read the content at:
http://www.cev.be/1362011_may_%28tallinn_estonia%29_the_future_of_volunteering_concepts_trends_visions-EN.html 

from the global volunteer community
Every picture tells a story…

[This story comes to us from Meghann Aurea V. Villanueva, former member of the IAVE Youth Office team who is working on this project.]


One picture is worth a thousand words…

As a part of the International Day of Peace celebrations on September 21st, 2011, along with the European Year of Volunteering 2011, and the International Year of Volunteers +10, the United Network of Young Peacebuilders (UNOY) in partnership with Fundació Catalunya Voluntària is organizing a photo competition with the theme “Youth Volunteering for Peace”.

We believe that peace can be promoted in many ways. Everyday, around the world, millions of volunteers take part in making this world a better place. 

This year we choose pictures to deliver our message of peace. This activity aims to embrace various forms of youth engagement in peacebuilding which are expressed through images. As mentioned, we would like to spread the role of youth participation in peacebuilding and hopefully, encourage more youth involvement in peacebuilding activities.

Participants will be divided into two categories:

Members of UNOY (maximum two representatives per member organisation)
Individuals aged between 18 and 30
Please note you may only enter one category.

Each participant can submit three photos maximum.

The photo(s) should meet the following criteria:

Have a specific title
Must have a caption of maximum 100 words per photo to describe the context of the photo including date and place
Submitted in JPEG format, with a maximum limit of 3 MB per photo.
Mention your name and the organisation you represent and if possibly, a brief description about the activities you do
The photo(s) should be submitted before August 24th, 2011. The voting for the competition will be started from August 25th, 2011 to September 17th, 2011.

We will select the best photos based on the most votes by the week of September 21st, 2011 to be displayed online and at an exhibition which will take place in the Hague. These pictures will also be used for an International Day of Peace publication.

The overall winner will receive a digital photo frame.

To join the competition please visit: 
http://www.unoy.org/unoy/b​log/newsletter/2011/08/uno​y-photo-competition-youth-​and-volunteering-for-peace​/    
Our closing story

Special report from the 2011 u.s. national conference on volunteering and service

[We are very pleased to welcome Ellen Hayes to E-IAVE.  Ellen is a free-lance writer, based just outside New York City.  She specializes in feature stories on travel and a wide variety of other stimulating subjects.  She also worked in the IAVE Youth Office in Barcelona, editing their newsletter.   She joined our IAVE contingent at the national conference in June and 
has given us these stories both about the conference and her impressions of it.  Many thanks, Ellen, for your great work!]
2011 NATIONAL CONFERENCE ON VOLUNTEERING AND SERVICE – NEW ORLEANS

The Points of Light Institute/Hands On Network and the Corporation for National & Community Service presented this year’s NCVS in the perfect place for the theme “Champions of Service”. New Orleans knows the pain of devastation but it also knows the value of a selfless volunteer. 

The city welcomed 4600 conference delegates with true southern hospitality. The opening plenary kicked off with The Roots of Music (non-profit music education program) and Mayor, Mitchell J. Landrieu who spoke passionately about New Orleans, thanked the attendees and officially welcomed Michelle Nunn, CEO of Points of Light Institute, Neil Bush, Board Chair of Points of Light Institute, Robert Velasco II, Acting CEO of CNCS and Mark Gearan, Board Chair of CNCS. 

Highlights of the Conference included Branford Marsalis and Harry Connick Jr.’s video presentation about the Musician’s Village as well as amazing music throughout the entire conference: Marsalis himself, Percy Sledge and Bob French and the Tuxedo Band. Political figures James Carville and Mary Matalin spoke about their desire to give their children the opportunity to grow up in the authentic New Orleans culture which is being preserved and rebuilt through volunteering and service. We also heard from Ruby Bridges, Civil Rights Pioneer author, philanthropist and volunteer.

Melody Barnes, White House Domestic Policy Director, was there to thank the service community for its passion and dedication. She spoke about the White House Council for Community Solutions created by the President to increase cross-sector collaboration and introduced a video from Steven Spielberg highlighting Joining Forces, a government initiative to give support to military and their families. Another exciting video announced the celebration of the 50th anniversary of the Peace Corps. A number of awards were presented including the President’s Higher Education Community Service Honor Roll to six universities for their excellent civic engagement.

It was a celebration of The Champions of Service!

We heard from First Lady of New Orleans Cheryl Landrieu, CNBC’s Nicole Lapin, New Orleans chef John Besh and comedian John Oliver who kept the crowd entertained, remarking that though he is British, he is in no way connected to the BP oil spill... 

The NCVS achieved so much this year! One of the best results was that 25 parks were restored in New Orleans thanks to the volunteers from this conference. There were170 sessions devoted to collaboration, inspiration and reaching new heights in Volunteering and Service. The conference ended on a high note with the Governor of Illinois and Mayor of Chicago announcing the 2012 National Conference on Volunteering and Service which will be held in Chicago, June 18-20.  
IAVE AT THE CONFERENCE: STIRRING THE GUMBO IN NEW ORLEANS
There were many opportunities for IAVE represents and members of the Global Corporate Volunteer Council to share inspiring practices, have a great time in New Orleans and offer a global perspective to the National Conference on Volunteering and Service.

Highlights included:
· The official launch of The Global Corporate Volunteer Council’s Research Report.

· The workshop Strategies and Inspiring Practices in Global Corporate Volunteer Engagement, moderated by Sarah Hayes, Consultant Director of the GCVC.

· The amazing IAVE reception at Dutch Alley Artists Co-Op.

· The IAVE booth in the exhibit hall hosted by the Association of Junior Leagues International.

The much anticipated report of the Global Corporate Volunteering Research Project was a hit!  It was unveiled for the GCVC members at their pre-conference meeting. 
It also was highlighted in the workshop moderated by IAVE consultant Sarah Hayes. She was joined by three GCVC members who were also sponsors and participants in the research project:  Julia Gin, Senior Manager of Community Involvement at Kraft Foods, Eduardo Martinez, UPS Foundation’s Director of Philanthropy and Corporate Relations and Monica Tijerina, Manager of Community Affairs for Pfizer. 
Julia talked about Kraft’s Delicious Difference Week which has helped the fight to eliminate hunger all over the world. Ed spoke about the UPS’s efforts and results for disaster relief, post-crisis recovery and focusing on their clear logistics expertise and partnership with The Red Cross. Monica discussed Pfizer’s VOLUNTEERZ Project, their new online platform to unite Pfizer’s existing volunteer programs to make them more effective and leverage their global presence to encourage volunteerism worldwide, something all the panelists and attendees value and strive for.

Thanks to Kathi Dennis, Executive Director of IAVE, the IAVE reception was one of the most moving and unique experiences at the Conference. Held at Dutch Alley Artists Co-Op, the guests were able to view (and buy) art from local New Orleans artists. The authentic (and excellent!) New Orleans food was provided by Café Reconcile, a non-profit restaurant devoted to transforming the lives of young people and the community

IAVE and GCVC members were able to take a tour of New Orleans, including a visit to the 9th Ward, one of the areas most damaged by Hurricane Katrina. Seeing the amazing work done by volunteers to help bring this city back to life was a highlight for many and brought to mind that it is volunteers that truly make the difference in times of crisis everywhere in the world.

2011 CORPORATE AWARDS LUNCHEON CEREMONY

Opened by Neil Bush, the Board Chair for Points of Light Institute, the Corporate Awards were an opportunity to recognize the work that is achieved through the Employee Volunteer Programs of so many companies. Nicole Lapin of CNBC hosted and Kathy Hannan, National Managing Partner of Corporate Social Responsibility for KPMG, spoke. KPMG was the sponsor of the luncheon. 

Keynote Speaker Robert Woodson, President of the Center for Neighborhood Enterprise, spoke passionately and well about working with people rather than just offering donations. He spoke of his work with Violence Free Zone projects, a conflict resolution, youth-driven non-profit and his belief in embracing “the C student with great ideas and an entrepreneurial spirit”.

Amanda Missey from Northern New Jersey Business Volunteer Council  & Barbara Waters from the Business Volunteer Network in Madison, WI presented the Corporate Volunteer Council of the Year Award (CVC) and the Fast Start Award which is given to CVC’s that have been 
established within the last three years. The CVC of the Year Award went to The Corporate Volunteer Council of Central New Mexico and the Fast Start Award went to Trident United Way’s Corporate Volunteer Council (Trident CVC). 

The Corporate Engagement Award of Excellence, honored three companies who exemplify the Principles of Excellence for Workplace Volunteering. Amita Nagaraja, the committee chair, spoke after the announcement of the honorees and talked with the group about the application process being an opportunity for companies to evaluate their assets, talents and engagement.

Winners:

IBM – accepting on behalf of IBM was Diane Melley, Director of Corporate Citizenship and Corporate affairs for IBM

Cisco – accepting the award was Sandra Wheatley, Director of Global Community Relations for Cisco.

McKesson – accepting was Carrie Varoquiers, president of McKesson and VP of Corporate Citizenship for McKesson.

VOLUNTEERING AND SERVICE IN NEW ORLEANS: A PERSONAL PERSPECTIVE

New Orleans is a great city, with great people, music and unbelievable food. The sadness of the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina is still palpable, though, and attending The National Conference on Volunteering and Service reminded me why I volunteer: because it is a way of life. Seeing 4600 people whose lives are given, passionately and willingly, to service was incredibly moving. Hearing the stories of the New Orleans Volunteers was also powerful. When Joplin, MO was devastated by the recent tornado, New Orleans’ Volunteers were among the first to respond, though they are still rebuilding their own lives and I was so impressed by that. Millions of people volunteer and serve around the world every day, each in their own way, and many of them will never know the butterfly effect their actions produce. This conference was a way to make everyone visible.

Some of the most memorable moments for me were a visit to the 9th ward, hit hardest by Katrina, with the GCVC members and a guide. It is hard to look at, still. I could not ignore the tragedy of it, but there was also a sense of real community, hope and pride there too. In the Opening Session, a man named Mihn Ngyuen from the Vietnamese American Young Leaders Association spoke to us about the Vietnamese Community never feeling quite part of New Orleans until, through volunteering and disaster relief after the hurricane, they came to have a “deeper sense of duty to New Orleans culture and a love for the city and its people”. That is what service does.

I was also so impressed by the Musician’s Village. Harry Connick, Jr., and Branford Marsalis worked with Habitat for Humanity to create a community providing local musicians the opportunity to own a home in a community of like-minded families. Musicians' Village consists of 72 single-family, NOAHH-constructed homes and 10 rental units for the older "master musicians" of New Orleans. This is a city that knows who they are, and protects the things that make them unique, while also reaching out to the world and other communities. I felt a distinct parallel between that idea and everyone attending the conference, as we all have our own focus and yet come together to support and celebrate one another’s endeavors. Hope to see you in Chicago!
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